
F JJ:'i.'L,"f AT ORPHAN AGE 

The girls all gathered at Berth's hou~e 
a rainy, miserable night. Despite the weather 
the "Evergreens'' were out for a good time. 
,.-vhen it was time to leave, each person carried 
some package and off we started. Senta Claus 
walked up Eastern Avenue 3rrayed in his Christ­
mas costume much to the arnusP.ment of rriany 
p€ople. The orphanage at last. We all went in, 
put down our bundles and finally got srate·a. 
"And the re cert a inly was S<""ne bunch to aeat. 11 

The singine; of hymns accompanied by the music 
fr~m the violin was then begun. After singing 
for som<!time, o small Christmas tree was trim­
med and the presents were then brought in. 
Bach of the orphan girls received a stocking 
f'illf.:'c with nuts, caady an:5 cekes also a lovely 
pair of woolen. glovee. The smallest of the 
girls received a doll and cerriege, a book nnd 
a stocking tpp/ The little boy was given a 
dollar rnd a game. They all seemed to be 
~leased with their gifts. Eerh girl in the 
cl~b either received a very nice eversharp or 
a pretty picture calendar from Bartha. After 
the distribution of these gifts; the actors 
in the 1,laylet which we were to give, were told 
to get ready. The audience apparently se~ned 
to like the sketch despite the fact that the 
actresses had a small area in which to act. 
We then played some games and danced the Vir­
Jinia Reel. Next came the "Eats?" All the 
grape juice and sugrr cakes you wanted 8nd they 
were both very eood. A-rter having s:p'='nt a 
very pleasant evening we all 1ert the orphnn-
B ;e for· home. 

Helen I,t>B!' ... Hl 



"CHRIS'.I'i\.1.AS BVE------1925" 

Oh joyous Christmas Eve -- when our ex­
pectations are ot tne nighest point, our minds 
filled ·,vi tn wonde::r os to whet the following 
aay wtll bring forth, our hearts singing with 
j~t and tnenksg ivine at the · remembranre of 

~ God's unspeakable gift to the world, of Him 
wno loved us and gave Himself for us! 

At 606 S. Clinton St., a number of folks 
had getherP.ci, awe:i:ting the members of the 
"Evergreen". There were a number of jolly 
looking little pockages scattered sbout, hymnals 
stacked on a table, a bible or two, and a vio­
lin -- 911 awaiting 6.3C ,,..,~e:::, the jolly 
EvergrP,cners would r>rrivP.. 'Ve were go inc:; to 
visit a nu::nber of Shut-ins, friP.ndf:', o-f' our 
Sister Lena. 

Anna Mack ,vas about the first member to 
srrive. She h~d co~e riJht from work r ~ 1 
havi ia- had no supper, just like Anna, she did 
not hesitate a moment , askin, •or a sandwich to 
keep her alive until she reached her h0me. 
Always '.7illing to feP.d the starving Arrneninns, 
or rather Germar.s, I led hungry Ann to the 
kitch~n, and geve her something to eat. By the 
ticc she hnd ~a1e herself comfortabl~ the 
,-rh o le gane; had erri ved, and when we went up­
stairs, I was led into the front room, where a 
large mysterious :pack2ge awaited me. TJpon tern­
· ni cf~ the paper, I discoveren to my surprise 
and delight, 3 beauti-ru1 cedar chest, e rhrist­
:::ws gift from my F,y~rgreeners! Gosh, but a 
queer feeling came over me -f'or A little while, 
Pn1 I could scarcely thank the girls. However 
I did manage to do so in some kind of e WRY, 
· ".lt it W'3S i mpossiblo to rP.ally sh:)'fl how happy 

ecause of the : ift, I was a million times hep­
p i er "t:: eca 1.1sc of tht: fact that rnJ Evergreeners 
t.t _u~ht of giving me such a gi-rt. A cedar 
c .e s t f r om the most bea~tiful "~vergreen" that 
ever grev/t 

The presents for 0ur Shut-in frianns were 
:vided among the girls and other folks, P.nch 

o .. e a 3 giYen a h~;mnel, Irene got her firHle 
· e started out, about thirty stron3 . The 

~~ s t n ~~E ue w~nt to, we met an old lc~y -­
,.ar-cn . "'hP. w&o lovely ::ind was so deli ,o;ht­

ed . i th our visit. ~r,e sang s -f' '?w Christmas 
a al- , r eP~ the Ghri.str'laa stoI"'J f;om St. Luke 2, 



'"'" 

and prayed, enn after pre9enting the gift 
from the DeAconess Asso. end wishing her a 
happy ond peaceful Cnristrnas, we lAft f'or 
the next home. 1Ve visite1 ae,rf"r•,l oth~r ""''.)!:Rs, 
including Mr. Whine 11, who ;ve were happy to 
see qownstairs for the firRt tim~ in yeRrs, 
Mrs. Korhler, Mr. Berz end Miss May Oczs 
and a few others. At eoch.home we sang gnd 
prayed as we did et Mrs. Mar~ch's home and 
left a little present fr'.)m the ~eaconess Asso. 

W~ reachej ham~ ebout 11 o'clock, tired 
and cald. Everyone .had e lovely time -- it 
was impossi~lc not to. The joy in ~ur nenrts 
was so great, ~t j~st burst fortri int~ song 8nd 
praises as e rose bud bursts forth into bloom, 
and all who saw ~he roses of our joy were made 
happy that ,ioyous Christmas Eve! 

Bertha Norden 

... 


